eduqas 2018 Online Exam Review

A LEVEL RS COMPONENT 1 - ISLAM (OPTION B)

All Candidates' performance across questions

Max Mark Attempt %
68.9 32.9

Question Title Mean

1a 252 13.8 4.1 20

100

Facility Factor %



Sticky Note
Usually the question number

Sticky Note
The number of candidates attempting that question


Sticky Note
The mean score is calculated by adding up the individual candidate scores and dividing by the total number of candidates. If all candidates perform well on a particular item, the mean score will be close to the maximum mark. Conversely, if candidates as a whole perform poorly on the item there will be a large difference between the mean score and the maximum mark. A simple comparison of the mean marks will identify those items that contribute significantly to the overall performance of the candidates.
However, because the maximum mark may not be the same for each item, a comparison of the means provides only a partial indication of candidate performance. Equal means does not necessarily imply equal performance. For questions with different maximum marks, the facility factor should be used to compare performance.


Sticky Note
The standard deviation measures the spread of the data about the mean score. The larger the standard deviation is, the more dispersed (or less consistent) the candidate performances are for that item. An increase in the standard deviation points to increased diversity amongst candidates, or to a more discriminating paper, as the marks are more dispersed about the centre. By contrast a decrease in the standard deviation would suggest more homogeneity amongst the candidates, or a less discriminating paper, as candidate marks are more clustered about the centre.


Sticky Note
This is the maximum mark for a particular question


Sticky Note
The facility factor for an item expresses the mean mark as a percentage of the maximum mark (Max. Mark) and is a measure of the accessibility of the item. If the mean mark obtained by candidates is close to the maximum mark, the facility factor will be close to 100 per cent and the item would be considered to be very accessible. If on the other hand the mean mark is low when compared with the maximum score, the facility factor will be small and the item considered less accessible to candidates.


Sticky Note
For each item the table shows the number (N) and percentage of candidates who attempted the question. When comparing items on this measure it is important to consider the order in which the items appear on the paper. If the total time available for a paper is limited, there is the possibility of some candidates running out of time. This may result in those items towards the end of the paper having a deflated figure on this measure. If the time allocated to the paper is not considered to be a significant factor, a low percentage may indicate issues of accessibility. Where candidates have a choice of question the statistics evidence candidate preferences, but will also be influenced by the teaching policy within centres.
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number inside the boxes next Answer blank
to the first line of your answer
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors

Band

Assessment Objective AO1 — Part (a) questions 20 marks
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including:

religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching

influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies
cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice
approaches to the study of religion and belief.

17-20 marks
Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and
examples.
Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where
appropriate.
Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied.
An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively.
Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

13-16 marks
Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples.
Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied.
A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively.
Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

9-12 marks
Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence
and examples.
Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied.
A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used.
Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

5-8 marks
Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and
relevance.
A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and
examples.
Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied.
A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used.
Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

1-4 marks
Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and
relevance.
A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.
The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence
and examples.
Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought.
Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied.
Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary.

N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates
'knowledge in isolation’

e No relevant information.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd. 3






Band

Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions 30 marks
Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief,
including their significance, influence and study.

25-30 marks
Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue.
A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by
the question set.
Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed
reasoning and/or evidence.
The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in
context.
Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various
elements of the approaches studied.
Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

19-24 marks
Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue.
The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed.
The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence.
Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context.

Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the
approaches studied.
Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

13-18 marks
Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue.
Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally
been addressed.
Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence.
Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context.
Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the
approaches studied.
Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

7-12 marks
Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue.
A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially
addressed.
A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with
reason and/or evidence.
Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context.

Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the
approaches studied.
Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

1-6 marks
A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue.
An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.
Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence.
Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought.
Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the
approaches studied.
Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary.

No relevant analysis or evaluation.

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.
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Examine Muslim beliefs about nabi (prophets) and rasul (messengers).
[AO1 20]

Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant
responses will be credited.

e Muslim beliefs about nabi (prophets) and rasul (messengers) are one of
the key beliefs in Islam and is an article of faith. Belief and messengers
are a method of communication between Allah and humanity and the
prophets are a channel of revelation.

¢ Allah’s desire to make himself known through Adam and many other
messengers (25 of whom are mentioned in the Qur'an) and 124,000
prophets in total.

e The prophets wrote holy books throughout history and human beings as
Allah’s vice-regents on earth need to know what Allah wants them to do.
There are major prophets, such as Adam, Ibrahim, Musa, Dawud, Isa. All
of the prophets were inspired by Allah but some prophets were rejected
and their message lost.

e There is the unique role of the Prophet Muhammad who is regarded as
the ‘seal of the prophets’.

¢ Islamic teaching sometimes distinguishes between the nabi (prophet) and
a rasul (messenger). The two are often interchanged but despite the
tradition of doing this, Muslim scholars make a distinction between these
two terms.

e Arasul (messenger) is a nabi (prophet) bringing a written message to
deliver to humanity and this is their mission from Allah.

e A nabi (prophet) is not necessarily a rasul (messenger) but a rasul
(messenger) is also a nabi (prophet). The distinction between these is
subtle and not universally applied within the religious tradition. A prophet
is born according to Allah's will and follows and maintains in the religious
tradition of prophethood.

Spellings

Nabi  prophet pl. Anbiya
Rasul messenger  pl. Rusal

This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.





(b)

© WJEC CBAC Ltd.

‘Prophet Muhammad was the perfect prophet.'
Evaluate this view with reference to Islam. [AO2 30]

Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points
should be credited.

e The Prophet Muhammad is the seal of the prophets and occupies a
unique role within the tradition of risalah or prophethood. The divine
revelation of the Qur'an to the Prophet Muhammad gives him a new
status within the line of prophets.

e The Prophet Muhammad through the hadith and Sunnah provides the
perfect example of how to live and who all Muslims try to emulate in their
everyday lives.

e The Prophet Muhammad was responsible for the first mosque and the
unification of different tribes so Muhammad was a political leader. As
religious leader he wanted justice for all with rights and duties of citizens.

e He demonstrated through personal example regular prayer times and
fasts. He gave assistance to the poor and needy. He gives a positve
example of family life to Muslims and remains a role model for how
Muslims should live.

e In disputes with Jewish groups and disputes with Makkan army in battles
of Badr and Uhud, rules were established for jihad by the Prophet
Muhammad. Muslims are allowed to defend the faith.

e In 630 CE victory over Makah showed the destruction of idols.
Muhammad showed leniency and forgiveness and as a result Makkah
became a Muslim city. Muhammad demonstrated justice instead of
oppression.

¢ In Muhammad's final sermon there was fulfilment of his mission as the
last prophet of Allah or the seal of the prophets. The Prophet Muhammad
is considered to be the perfect or ideal prophet by his personal example
and teachings.

e His example and teachings are recorded in the Hadith and the Sunnah
and these are an important source of authority for Muslims.

e Some responsed might discuss perfection in terms of general human
values and question whether situations Muhammad faced were handled
in the best way possible, such as his choice to engage in conflict.

e Other answers might evaluate the degree of perfection achieved by earlier
messengers in comparison to Muhammad.

Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised.
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Sticky Note

Some understanding of nabi and rasul and correct identification of some examples from history, but also some confusion between the roles



Sticky Note

Reasonable overview of earlier books. This could be more detailed, for example each generation needed a message for its own time to warn against polytheism and corruption of the messages - with explanation for one or two of those examples given








 

Sticky Note

12/20 Band 3 AO1



 

Sticky Note

A satisfactory response showing some breadth of understanding but with less depth



Sticky Note

Along the right lines but general; a specific example(s) of Prophets and how they warned people from what (corruption of the message of monotheism a common theme)
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Sticky Note

Clear introduction which directly addresses the question



 

Sticky Note

Paragraph supporting the statement given



Sticky Note

An opposing view. This is reasonable although is a view for why these Prophets were important not why they might be considered perfect
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Sticky Note

Different perspectives clearly given in a well structured argument



Sticky Note

Good reference here to sources of authority - this story is mentioned in Hadith and Sirah (Life) of the Prophet traditions
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Sticky Note

Beginning to refine the argument here but not enough to reach band 5, critical analysis



 

Sticky Note

Band 4 22/30 AO2



Sticky Note

Again along the right lines, reasoning why Muhammad might be considered perfect. He is often given the title 'the perfect person' - a reference which might be added and discussed here
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Sticky Note

Some aspects of Prophethood identified although not clearly differentiated



Sticky Note

Good reference to source of authority story which would have been more relevant in part (b)



Sticky Note

Aspects of Prophethood of Muhammad covered here, of some relevance but not the main focus of this question which is about nabi and rasul
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Sticky Note


The candidate mentions some correct details such as perfection of Prophets; Muhammad and the night journey and the existence of other prophets. 
The level of detail is satisfactory. A basic reference to a source of wisdom - a hadith of the Prophet in "Today I have completed for you your religion" is credited.

The essay does not meet the criteria for a good response. To do so would have required more detail in depth and breadth such as about earlier Prophets and accurate reference further to sources of wisdom, such as mentions in the Qiran and Hadith about earlier prophets and their role with examples and perhaps a quote or reference.





Sticky Note



This answer is a solid band 3 and achieves 11 marks which is above the middle in the higher part of the band.




Sticky Note

Good - are these nabi or rasul? Need to be clearer 
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Sticky Note

The second paragraph identifies a basic reason why he is perfect - due to the angel cleansing his heart. This could be explained further and described in more detail to improve this response.




Sticky Note

Reasonable if brief introduction
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Sticky Note

The third paragraph identifies a different point of view -against the quotation due to bloodshed, which again could be more clearly explained and in more detail.




Sticky Note

Good evidence for why he is a good example - perfect not discussed here though



Sticky Note

Some attempt to look at a different point of view. It would be better to write 
In some respects he was perfect
In other respects, or from another point of view, he was not

As it is the essay reads he was perfect, he was not perfect - a little confused although good try to look at a different view
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Sticky Note

The essay then continues a discussion about whether the prophet was perfect or not. Paragraph structure and line of argument is satisfactory and has potential to be developed, but as it is the argument is not substantiated in enough detail for band 4.




Sticky Note

Band 4 requires "Detailed reasoning/ evidence" which is not given here. Some reasoning has been provided which makes this a solid band 3 response in the middle of the band. 




Sticky Note

Candidates score Band 3 - 15 marks
This is the middle of band 3, a satisfactory answer.

















(a) Examine Muslim beliefs about nabi (prophets) and rasul (messenger). [20]

(b) ‘Prophet Muhammad was the perfect prophet.
Evaluate this view with reference to Islam. [30]
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A Level Generic Band Descriptors

Band

Assessment Objective AO1 — Part (a) questions 20 marks
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of religion and belief, including:

religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought and teaching

influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on individuals, communities and societies
cause and significance of similarities and differences in belief, teaching and practice
approaches to the study of religion and belief.

17-20 marks
Thorough, accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
An extensive and relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates extensive depth and/or breadth. Excellent use of evidence and
examples.
Thorough and accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where
appropriate.
Insightful connections are made between the various approaches studied.
An extensive range of views of scholars/schools of thought used accurately and effectively.
Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

13-16 marks
Accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
A detailed, relevant response which answers the specific demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth. Good use of evidence and examples.
Accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Purposeful connections are made between the various approaches studied.
A range of scholarly views/schools of thought used largely accurately and effectively.
Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

9-12 marks
Mainly accurate and relevant knowledge and understanding of religion and belief.
A satisfactory response, which generally answers the main demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates depth and/or breadth in some areas. Satisfactory use of evidence
and examples.
Mainly accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Sensible connections made between the various approaches studied.
A basic range of scholarly views/schools of thought used.
Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

5-8 marks
Limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Basic level of accuracy and
relevance.
A basic response, addressing some of the demands of the question set.
The response demonstrates limited depth and/or breadth, including limited use of evidence and
examples.
Some accurate reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Makes some basic connections between the various approaches studied.
A limited range of scholarly views/schools of thought used.
Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

1-4 marks
Very limited knowledge and understanding of religion and belief. Low level of accuracy and
relevance.
A very limited response, with little attempt to address the question.
The response demonstrates very limited depth and/or breadth. Very limited use of evidence
and examples.
Little or no reference made to sacred texts and sources of wisdom, where appropriate.
Little or no use of scholarly views/schools of thought.
Very few or no connections made between the various approaches studied.
Some grasp of basic specialist language and vocabulary.

N.B. A maximum of 2 marks should be awarded for a response that only demonstrates
'knowledge in isolation’

e No relevant information.
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Band

Assessment Objective AO2- Part (b) questions 30 marks
Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches to, religion and belief,
including their significance, influence and study.

25-30 marks
Confident critical analysis and perceptive evaluation of the issue.
A response that successfully identifies and thoroughly addresses the issues raised by
the question set.
Thorough, sustained and clear views are given, supported by extensive, detailed
reasoning and/or evidence.
The views of scholars/schools of thought are used extensively, appropriately and in
context.
Confident and perceptive analysis of the nature of connections between the various
elements of the approaches studied.
Thorough and accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

19-24 marks
Purposeful analysis and effective evaluation of the issue.
The main issues raised by the question are identified successfully and addressed.
The views given are clearly supported by detailed reasoning and/or evidence.
Views of scholars/schools of thought are used appropriately and in context.

Purposeful analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the
approaches studied.
Accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

13-18 marks
Satisfactory analysis and relevant evaluation of the issue.
Most of the issues raised by the question are identified successfully and have generally
been addressed.
Most of the views given are satisfactorily supported by reasoning and/or evidence.
Views of scholars/schools of thought are generally used appropriately and in context.
Sensible analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the
approaches studied.
Mainly accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

7-12 marks
Some valid analysis and inconsistent evaluation of the issue.
A limited number of issues raised by the question set are identified and partially
addressed.
A basic attempt to justify the views given, but they are only partially supported with
reason and/or evidence.
Basic use of the views of scholars/schools of thought appropriately and in context.

Makes some analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the
approaches studied.
Some accurate use of specialist language and vocabulary in context.

1-6 marks
A basic analysis and limited evaluation of the issue.
An attempt has been made to identify and address the issues raised by the question set.
Little attempt to justify a view with reasoning or evidence.
Little or no use of the views of scholars/schools of thought.
Limited analysis of the nature of connections between the various elements of the
approaches studied.
Some use of basic specialist language and vocabulary.

No relevant analysis or evaluation.
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5. @) Examine the challenges of being a Muslim in Britain today. [AO1 20]

Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant
responses will be credited.

e There are significant challenges of being a Muslim in Britain today
because of the changes in the nature of British society as an increasingly
secular society where holding any religious faith may become more
challenging and difficult.

e There are significant challenges of being a Muslim in Britain today
because of the changes in the nature of British society. British society has
become a pluralist society where there are a variety of religions with
different and sometimes conflicting religious beliefs and moral values.

e There are many mosque communities in Britain where Muslims are able
to support each other in the practise of their faith, with a madrasah to
support the teaching of Arabic and understanding of the Qur'an.

e There are practical difficulties which may be a challenge to Muslims;
issues of haram and halal observations, attending jumah prayer on a
Friday, observing prayer at work, celebration of Eid festivals, maintaining
the Ramadan fast, etc.

e The personal challenge of religious self-discipline in following the Islamic
path in the face of western values with incompatibility of some ethical
values.

o Disparities between Islamic family life, laws and traditions and that of
accepted family life in Britain, such as assisted and inter-faith marriages.

e The challenge of applying Shari’a law (higher law) to daily life which is
governed by British law.

e Stereotypes surrounding Muslim identity; for example with western
misconceptions about the nature and requirements of Muslim dress
customs and possible negative media representations as a result of this.
Headlines, such as 'ban the burkha' may be a simplistic representation of
a culturally complex situation. The mass media may give a positive or
negative image of Muslims and this may lead to Isalmophobia which
causes specific challenges for Muslims living in Britain today because of
prejudice.

This is not a checklist, please remember to credit any valid alternatives.
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(b)

‘The Muslim family is at the heart of the Islamic religion.'
Evaluate this view. [AO2 30]

Candidates could include some of the following, but other relevant points
should be credited.

e The Muslim family is at the heart of the Islamic religion because religious
practices are taught within the family unit and where faith is passed on
from parents to children and religious practices supported by an extended
family. The Muslim family is held responsible before Allah for the correct
Islamic upbringing of children, instilling in them the concept of worship of
Allah alone and following in his prescribed ways throughout their lives.

e Muslims are encouraged to marry and create families where religious life
may be practised and flourish. One of the duties of a Muslim couple is to
support each other in the practises of religious faith and to have children
in order to continue the faith.

e The practise of religious faith is an individual responsibility reflected in
personal recitation of the Shahadah and is not dependent on family life. It
is the personal belief in Allah which is at the heart of the Islamic religion
and the personal expression of this faith.

e Atthe heart of the Islamic religion is the personal practice of the Five
Pillars of Faith and this above all else is the most important aspect of the
religion and at the heart of the religion.

e InIslam, the family is the cornerstone of the social system and is a
divinely ordained institution. Family is noble and sacred; based in
marriage with a social contract that confers mutual rights and obligations
on the couple under divine authority.

e |tis a Muslim belief that the well-being of society is related to the strength
and unity of the family.The concept of an extended family is common and
Islamic family law establishes minimum basic rights to guarantee the
interests of each family member.

e A mosque community is a possible alternative to the family as being at the
centre of the religion in terms of religious practice, a place for education
about Islam and a centre for Muslim prayer life. The heart of Islam is best
expressed through the ummabh or worldwide family of Islam.

e The family is a unit where each family member has specific roles with
duties and roles for men, women and children. The family is a microcosm
of the wider ummah community. The family is the basis of economic and
social life in Islam. and for physical and emotional stability. Rites of
passages and festivals are celebrated within a family context.

¢ Many Muslims will not be members of a family but are still able to practice
their faith and live as devout Muslims.

Overall, candidates should engage with the debate and come to a
substantiated evaluation regarding the issue raised

A120UBO-1 EDUQAS GCE Religious Studies - Comp 1 Opt. B MS S18/DM
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Sticky Note

Note the question is about the challenges in the UK so unfortunately this part of the answer is not relevant



Sticky Note

The opening identifies some challenges, but is limited in scope to only 'negative things' like terrorism. A better opening might identify a broad range of challenges which the essay would then go on to discuss.



Sticky Note

This essay is about challenges in UK. To make this paragraph relevant it could add something about the fear of radicalisation in UK or the negative perception of Muslims from ISIS in the UK
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Sticky Note

Limited points made



 

Sticky Note

Band 2 8/20 AO1



Sticky Note

A basic attempt to explain Islamophobia.  A more detailed definition and examples would help here.
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Sticky Note

Limited points made which are quite general



Sticky Note

Rather vague: 'who has what' ?
Could do with a more specific introduction here, such as the traditional role of the family amongst Muslims is...



Sticky Note

Reference to source of authority or traditional would be helpful here, e.g. Muhammad said that the family was at the heart of the religion



Sticky Note

Islamic traditions as against cultural traditions might be discussed here - how far is the family the center of focus due to religion?





Write the two digit question
number inside the boxes next

to the first line of your answer

Answer
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Sticky Note

Band 2 7/30 AO2



Sticky Note

There would be mileage here to explore the idea that the family is not at the heart of faith due to Judgement Day being an individual matter - this could be expanded upon






















(@) Examine the challenges of being a Muslim in Britain today. [20]

(b)  “The Muslim family is at the heart of the Islamic religion.’
Evaluate this view. [30]











